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Inequalities

Prospectus
(Summary)
Purpose of the Commission

“There are deep-rooted inequalities across the UK.
These are not inevitable. However we lack the longterm thinking and spatial economic plan needed to
tackle them. The UK2070 Commission will seek to
fill this gap through a national inquiry and debate
on the nature of the problems and set out the
actions needed to address them.”
Lord Kerslake, October 2018

The UK2070
Commission
The UK2070 Commission is an
independent inquiry into the
spatial inequalities across the
UK, chaired by Lord Kerslake. Its
purpose is to deliver change.
The Commissioners

Goals Of The Commission
•

•

•

To illuminate the imbalances in the nature of
economic activity, including the patterns of
investment, wealth, taxation and public expenditure,
and the related social and environmental conditions
across the United Kingdom;
To illustrate the potential of national and regional
spatial economic frameworks which enable and
support regional and local action and priorities; and
To identify policy interventions and mechanisms
for collaboration to address imbalances between
regions and nations, such as governance and fiscal
instruments including local taxation, land value
capture and intergovernmental transfers.

The Commissioners are drawn from a
wide range of backgrounds, as well as
representatives of the Lincoln Institute of
Land Policy (LI) and the three sponsoring
universities of Manchester, Sheffield
and UCL.
The Steering Group
The Commission is supported by a Steering
Group comprising the LI, three sponsoring
universities, The RSA, Turner & Townsend
and the Common Futures Network. The
coordination of the Steering Group and
its chair is provided by the University of
Manchester. The Steering Group will co-opt
support as appropriate to ensure the assist
the delivery of the Commission programme
of activities.
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The Partnership

Background Context for the Commission

The UK2070 Commission was established
by the partnership of the Lincoln
Institute of Land Policy, the Universities
of Manchester, Sheffield and University
College London with generous help from
the Sir Hugh and Lady Sykes Charitable
Trust (SHLSCT), and in collaboration with
the Common Futures Network and with
project management support provided by
Turner & Townsend.

The embedded and growing inequalities
between the town, the cities, and regions
of the nations of the UK lie at the heart
of our current social and economic
difficulties and must be challenged. This
need is heightened by current political
and economic uncertainties and the global
challenges of technology and climate
change. Cities and Combined Authorities
are increasingly taking ownership of
this challenge through an agenda of
devolution. The structural inequalities
however cannot be tackled by local action
alone.

Its work is underpinned by the generous
contributions of time, effort and resources
by the Commissioners and their respective
organisations. This includes support for
specific programme activities by AECOM,
Barton Willmore, CBI, CU, IPPR(N), LCC,
NIESR, NWBLT, The RSA and WMCA (see
back page).
The Commission welcomes additional
collaboration and sponsorship from
third parties.

Communities and businesses need to
be given confidence that deep rooted
disparities in social and economic
conditions will not persist and that
their investment prospects and future
well-being will not be undermined.

Development policies and programmes
and policies must be sensitive to differing
needs across the United Kingdom.
Longer term consistent shared UK-wide
spatial frameworks for action are needed.
There are spatial frameworks for
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland but
there is no equivalent one for England.
The UK’s National Infrastructure
Assessment, National Industrial Strategy
and UK Environment Plan demonstrate
the need for an integrated approach
to maximise their impact across
different parts of the England and the
UK. To address this need the UK2070
Commission will set out an approach to
the development of spatial frameworks
across all the nations of the UK.

Disparities in the United Kingdom
The OECD 2018 report concluded that most available measures consistently show large and persistent regional diﬀerences
across the United Kingdom. In particular, the diﬀerence between the most and least productive region is one of the largest
in the OECD (Figure 1). Poor performing regions “have not been showing signs of catching up over the past few years.”
This also aﬀects the overall productivity of the nation and its competitiveness and social conditions.

Figure 1 Gross value added (GVA) per worker by region, 2014
Index average level across regions = 100
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The Activities of the Commission
The UK2070 Commission aims to:
•

reinforce the devolution agenda for
cities, regions and nations to maximise
their potential for sustainable and
inclusive growth;

•

add value to the emerging range
of national strategies for planning,
housing, industry, land use,
environment and infrastructure,
through greater integration and clarity
in their place-based implications;

•

•

develop more inclusive and
empowering approaches to national
and strategic decision-making; and
investment for regions, cities, towns
and communities;
draw on UK and international
experience in tackling issues of spatial
inequalities.

The UK2070 Commission will set out
recommendations for an approach
to developing effective, inclusive and
sustainable frameworks for addressing
spatial inequalities in terms of:
•

the form and content of the
frameworks, including its scope and
horizons;

•

requirements for leadership,
governance and research;

•

processes of engagement, delivery and
review;

•

  enhanced regulatory and fiscal regimes
including land, value capture; and

In undertaking this work the UK 2070
Commission will draw upon existing
studies and take account of existing
and emerging statutory and nonstatutory spatial strategic development
frameworks, such as those for the South
West, Northern and Midlands regions as
well as national infrastructure priorities.
It will also take on board the spatial
policies of Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland and, where possible, consider the
implications of any BREXIT settlement. It
will test a range of propositions for cross/
collaborative national spatial frameworks,
as well as those in the Common Futures
Network Prospectus - ‘A New Agenda for
England and the UK’.

professional competences and
capacities.

Programme Stages

•

The UK2070 Commission will engage
with the different voices across sectors,
interest groups and places, based around
the following key stages:

Scottish National
Planning Framework

Regional
Development
Strategy

England?

People, Places,
Futures
The Wales Spatial Plan
2008 Update

•

Launch and Call for Evidence (October
2018)

•

A Progress Report highlighting issues
and options (December 2018)

•

Interim recommendations taking
account of the consultation feedback
(June 2019)

•

The Final Report following a UK
Symposium (November 2019)

UK 2070 - An Inquiry into Regional Inequalities
Towards a Framework for Action

Commissioners Members Web-link for more detailed information go to http://uk2070.org.uk/commission/
Lord Kerslake (Chair)

President, Local Government Association
Chair of Peabody

Judith Blake CBE

Leader of Leeds City Council (LCC)
Chair of the Core Cities UK Network.

Gillian Bristow (CU)

Professor in Economic Geography, Cardiff University

Armando Carbonell

Chair Urban Planning Program, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy Cambridge, MA USA (LI)

Jagjit Chadha

Director of the National Institute for Economic and Social Research (NIESR)
Professor of Economics Universities of Cambridge and Kent

Ed Cox

Director of Public Services and Communities, The RSA.

Emma Degg

Chief Executive of the North West Business Leadership Team (NWBLT)

Trudi Elliott CBE

Chair of Board of the Planning Inspectorate for England and Wales
Chair Housing Committee The Sanctuary Group

Julia Goldsworthy

Director of Strategy for the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA)

Andrew Jones

Practice Lead, Design Planning & Economics, AECOM

Anna Leach

Head of Economic Intelligence at the Confederation of British Industry (CBI)

Sarah Longlands

Director of Institute for Public Policy Research North (IPPR(N))

Philip McCann

Chair of Urban & Regional economics, University of Sheffield

Graeme Purves

Former Assistant Chief Planner with the Scottish Government

Alasdair Rae

Professor in the Department of .Urban Studies & Planning, University of Sheffield

Mark Sitch

Senior Planning Partner, Barton Willmore LLP

Sir Hugh Sykes

International Industrialist and Investor
Former Chairman of the Sheffield Development Corporation.

John Tomaney

Professor of Urban and Regional Planning, Bartlett School of Planning, University College London

Phil Williams

First Director of Planning and Place, Belfast City
Former Head of Planning for Cardiff County Council.

Cecilia Wong

Professor of Spatial Planning, The University of Manchester
Director of Spatial Policy & Analysis Lab, Manchester Urban Institute

Ian Wray

Visiting professor and Heseltine Institute Fellow at the University of Liverpool

Michael Henson

Associate Director Turner and Townsend
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Please complete the online
form and upload any relevant
material at:

Please download and complete
the form at LINK and email
this together with any relevant
material to:

Mail can be sent to:

@UK_2070

http://uk2070.org.uk

uk2070@sheffield.ac.uk

The UK2070 Commission
c/o Department of Urban
Studies and Planning
University of Sheffield
Sheffield, S10 2TN,
United Kingdom
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