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Why regions?�Well, we're all here today to talk about regional inequality in the United Kingdom. We all know what regional inequality means, and we've been learning today about what the consequences of it are within the UK.



Proposition
Power and decision-making is too 
centralised. 

(Okay, too obvious…)
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So what's my proposition? Well, it's that in the UK, decision making is too centralised, and often takes place too far away from the people who these decisions affect.��OK. So that leads to the inevitable question of "if local government is too localised, and national government is too far away, what should we have to help it?"



Anyone 
remember 
these?
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Anyone remember these?�~�Hear me out.�I know what you're probably sat there thinking. "We tried that in England from 1994-2010, and it didn't work!"�Well, I'm going to today contend that it didn't work as we didn't have *enough* regions.



Country Number of regions Population range

France 13 250,000 to 12 million

Germany 16 680,000 to 17.8 million

Italy 20 125,000 to 10 million

Spain 17 315,000 to 8.4 million

England 9 2.6 million to 8.6 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What makes me say this? Well, as I haven't long, let's compare England’s former regions to just 4 of our nearest neighbours, with broadly similar total populations to ours.
�Here's what I found. They vary radically in population – in Germany, for example, North Rhine-Westphalia has a population of almost 18 million, compared to Bremen, with about 680,000 people. Meanwhile, while not shown here, they also vary radically in size too. In Spain, for example, two regions cover an area of almost 95,000 sq km, compared to just over 5,000 sq km for the smallest, La Rioja.
�In comparison, what did we have in England? Well, we had fewer regions, which meant that many regions-but not all -represented both a lot of people, and a large area. This often meant people felt they were "lumped in" with places a long way away, to which they felt they had no connection.
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When you look at this map with the South West Government region inverted on the country, you can perhaps see why when this region was abolished, there was neither political revolt or public dismay.
�Administrative regions such as the South West, plus many others, may not have been loved, but from a governance point of view they were useful, if somewhat awkward. My contention today is that if a sub-national governance structure in England is ever to overcome this awkwardness; then they must have both internal appeal; and external logic. That is, the people within them must feel a sense of belonging or buy-in, and they also ought to be defensible from an administrative point of view.
�So, as a bit of fun – and also of course for a bit of research alongside my colleague, Professor Alasdair Rae - I decided to make my own new regional map of England, and here it is.



Build regions from 
the ground up
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I had a few guiding rules. First, that unlike the old regions these shouldn't be built using an attempt to equalise population or area. Evidence from other nations suggests this is neither necessary, nor desirable.�Instead, I felt it should be built from the ground up to be an area local people may recognise. So, while you all study the map - here's what I used as my ground rules.



REGION POPULATION
Cumbria 0.50m
Cornwall 0.56m
Devon 1.2m 
East Coast 1.7m
North East 2.6m
South Coast 2.6m
East Midlands 2.9m
West 3.0m
Home Counties 4.4m
East 4.9m
South East 4.9m
Yorkshire and the 
North Midlands 4.9m
West Midlands 5.7m
North West 6.9m
Greater London 8.8m
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Firstly, regions should be based on groupings of existing local authorities. My suggestions for a rebooted regional geography for England doesn’t include any changes to the existing 326 local authorities. Their own boundaries may be imperfect according to some, but they do function well, so now is not the time for reform. Instead I believe there is a pressing need for a level of power and decision making, well resourced, that sits between the local and the national in England.�Secondly, any sub-national structure must be designed with reference to regional identity, culture, history and experience. This means that English regions could take many different forms and vary significantly in size. This should not be a problem given that it works well in other European nations.�Thirdly, the geographical boundaries of any English regions must pass the ‘eyeball’ test. That is, the boundaries of any English region must match, to as large a degree as possible, the expectations and perceptions of people who live within them with respect to where residents identify. To do this, I tried to maintain either on their own, or in groupings, not just ceremonial counties which have a strong sense of identity, but also Travel To Work Areas that partially represent local economies, and a number of sub-regional markets, such as from where our local television news is broadcast.�Lastly, although I wasn’t prescriptive on either population or area, I implemented a minimum population threshold of around half a million people so that administration could be carried out effectively.�So, what did I come up with?�I firstly maintained two of England’s previous Government Office Regions. These were probably the two most successful regions - Greater London and the North of East of England.�I then ensured that three of England’s most remote counties, and also three with some of the strongest cultural identities - Cornwall, Devon and Cumbria - became regions of their own; rather than being ‘lumped in’ with places some distance away.�I was then keen to ensure that Greater London was neighboured by three large regions that could provide some economic competition, and thus wouldn’t wholly be in the shadow of the capital.�And after that, I found myself with seven more regions which followed my earlier rules, to make a total of fifteen!�I’m aware that this map is likely to be provocative.�In my view, that’s a good thing if it prompts further serious thought about the regional question in England, and how we might begin to address the persistent inequalities that have never been adequately addressed in the UK. I believe a set of 15 English regions, could provide the administrative geography that’s big enough to be strategic, yet ‘small’ enough to retain a degree of familiarity.�Thank you for listening.�
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